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This letter is in regard to the new regulation
proposed by the FCC, limiting radio frequencies available
to local governmental agencies for their two-way
communications, and limitations on base station power.

The Branch County Board of Rocad Commissioners has
authorized this response to the proposed regulation. It
is our contention that the legislation is very harmful to
local governmental units, by causing further financial
distress when complete radio systems must be replaced by
1996,

We need the current base station power to cover the
516 square miles within Branch County’s boundaries,
serving a population of 42,000 persons on our road system
of 1,010 miles. Our latest insurance coverage schedule
shows 58 radio units for the Road Commission. We are
advised by our radio servicing agency, that should we
decide to replace our current base station, the lead in

time required is three months. To even consider
installing multiple base stations is highly unacceptable
to us.

Presently in Branch County, there are radio towers
for the State Police Post, 1local radio station (2
towers), Branch Area Transit Authority, Sheriff’'s
Department tower, City Police dispatch tower, FM radio
tower for a local business, the Branch County Airport, in
addition to the Road Commission’s two towers. We find no
problems associated with this tower concentration.

We also question the radio industry’s ability to
manufacture units compatible with the proposed
regulations. Can this be done?
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To conclude, this letter registers our opposition to
the FCC proposed legislation. Thank vyou for the
opportunity to present our views on this subject.

Very truly vours,

BRANCH COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION

litbe W, Obra ..

William L. Orris, Jr.
County Highway Engineer
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